
Press Forward:  
Local News, 
Stronger 
Communities
When a hurricane hit North Carolina, local outlets provided 
life-saving updates for residents, and continued coverage 
long after national outlets left. In Kansas City, reporters 
doubled as community builders—handing out groceries 
and opening a space for neighbors to gather. These are 
not isolated stories. They are proof that local news is a 
lifeline—connecting people, holding leaders accountable, 
and helping communities face issues together.

The Challenge
Yet even as demand grows for trusted information, local 
newsrooms are shrinking. Trusted outlets now compete 
with platforms that spread information quickly, but 
often without depth, consistency, or connection. Every 
community feels the loss—whether it’s visible or not.

Our Approach
Press Forward was built for this 
moment. We strengthen the news that 
communities trust and depend on by:

•	 FUNDING: $400m+ invested by our funder network 
since 2023 to support independent, high-quality local 
news and information

•	 CATALYZING: Bringing funders, newsrooms and 
partners together to achieve impact no single 
organization can accomplish alone. 

•	 ADVOCATING: Elevating local news as a public 
good—essential to strong, connected communities.

Our Impact
•	 110+ funders have joined in just two years.
•	 40+ local chapters are raising funds and awareness 

across the country.
•	 Our network has grown five-fold since launch.
•	 Nearly 70% of funders have increased support for local 

news and information since joining.

By strengthening local news, we strengthen the ways 
communities solve problems—better schools, healthier 
families, stronger local economies, and more vibrant 
democracies.

Join us. Together, we can write a new story for local  
news - and the communities it serves.

Charlotte’s Qcity Metro reporter Destiniee Jaram conducts an interview at the opening of a small business hub Credit: QCity Metro
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